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The beautiful landscape of the Ahja River with its gorgeous sandstone 
outcrops, the most famous of them called Suur Taevaskoda and Väike 
Taevaskoda (Large and Small Heaven’s Hall), has attracted people for a long 
time. It is believed that a true Estonian has been to Taevaskoja at least once 
in a lifetime, but the pristine beauty of the place charms visitors from even 
farther afield. Taevaskoja excites, both your health and spirit. The natural 
landscape offers special experiences no matter the season. The Ahja River is 
a paradise for canoe and kayak hikers – ancient, slightly wild, yet safe. During 
the summer, you can take a romantic riverboat tour on the Saesaare lake.

 

Greetings from Taevaskoja! 

  One of the most beloved Estonian movies, „Viimne 
Reliikvia“ (The Last Relic) has been filmed in Taevas-
koja and the surrounding areas. You can find here 
familiar scenes, like Gabriel’s pine, Siim’s bridge and 
Risbieter’s rock. 
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        Travel in the kingdom of wood ants in Kiidjärve and take the 
learning trail to feel like Gulliver amongst the Lilliputians. 

Valgesoo is a place worth visiting, where you can take a nice walk 
through the bog along a boardwalk and marvel at the surroundings.

  Numerous tourism companies operating in the Kiidjärve- 
Taevaskoja area provide active nature holidays for their guests – 
hiking, bicycle tours, boating and more. There are several marked 
hiking trails in the area, and ski tracks in winter. Holiday makers with 
families and backpackers can find accommodation here. Taevaskoja 
and Kiidjärve are easily accessible for those arriving by train from Tartu. 

In the winter months, the walking paths around Taevaskoja echo with 
the joyful sounds of kicksled hikers. The sound of silence on bog-
shoeing trips in snowy bogs forms lasting memories.

Where next?  
Come and see the light- 

show at Lake Põlva!
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Visitors have described Põlva as a Swiss-like small town and the comparison 
comes from the four hills it’s built on and the beautiful lake in the wide valley 
between. 

According to legend, the town was named after a kneeling (Põlva, is derived 
from “põlvitama”, which means to kneel in Estonian) girl, walled-in at the church. 
Guests are welcome to visit the 13th century Maarja Church even today. The 
Estonian song festival tradition was initiated in Põlva and the national accor-
dion traditions are kept alive here as well. The Intsikurmu Choir Stand is also 
a well-known concert and festival venue today. 

    There are numerous trails for trekking, Nordic walking or cycling, 
just around the town. The ski and hiking trains on the slopes of the 
Mammaste Health and Sports Centre provide active entertainment 
during any season. You can also stay active in the bowling hall, sport 
centre pool or get your share of the locals love for handball, if there hap-
pens to be a tourney on in the Mesikäpa Hall. Accommodation can be 
easily found in our hotels or even as home accommodation. Enjoy local 
cuisine in the Pesa Hotel restaurant and the homely menu of the Tillu 
home-café opposite to the train station.

   An original light installation catches the eye 
on the Põlva lake island and the main street is 
guarded by Estonia’s first accordion king. 

   During the Põlva Days in the beginning of 
June, visitors can gaze on the most ingenious 
achievements of local engineering minds as 
they enter their crafts in the engineless vehicles 
downhill race. In July, the “Harmoonika” accor-
dion festival brings together accordionists all 
around Estonia. August nights are lit-up and 
filled with the best of local and international 
music for the Intsikurmu Festival.

Põlva – the best place 
   from generation 
       to generation

Where next? 
Let’s go to Moisekatz!
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Mooste Manor (Moisekatz) on the banks of gorgeous Mooste Lake is one of the 
Estonia’s most perfectly preserved manor complexes. There is a grand outbuilding 
complex next to the main building with quarry-stone walls and a belfry. The renovated 
outbuilding accommodates several craft societies that help keep the traditions of the 
old masters alive. Throughout the year, there are exciting theme days, art camps and 
performances of the local Veskiteater in Mooste. 

Mooste Manor

Folgikoda is considered one of the best 
concert halls in Southern Estonia and seats up 
to 500 guests. Various concerts and events are 
held here.  

The romantic Mooste Distillery has joined 
many hearts, as it is a beloved wedding venue.

 The Estonian Folk Music Arrange-
ments Festival takes place at Mooste 
Manor in April, which incorporates 
Estonian folk music through contempo-
rary music projects.

The traditional Mooste Linen Fair in 
July always brings a lot of happy guests 
to Mooste.  

Where next?
Come and see the beautiful 

gardens and parks!



6

     Nature lovers should be sure to visit the Räpina polder conserva-
tion area. Due to the plentiful wild birds and vulnerable species, Räpina 
polder belongs to the list of bird areas of international significance and 
to the Natura 2000 network. 

      The jewel of Räpina is the 19th century classical-style Räpina manor 
(Sillapää Castle) and the surrounding manor park. There are more 
than 600 ornamental plants and bushes in the maintained park, 60 bird 
species, as well as 7 bat species. The castle’s ground floor accommo-
dates the Räpina Local Lore and Gardening Museum. The coach 
house of the manor complex has been renovated into Räpina’s crea-
tion house where it is possible to see the masters’ works in various crea-
tive chambers, participate in workshops, prepare yourself a nice hand-
made souvenir, or rent rooms for different  events. Räpina paper mill 
was established near the castle at the Võhandu River in 1734 and it is 
the oldest constantly operating industrial enterprise in Estonia and the 
oldest paper mill in Europe either.     

  The Räpina School of Horticulture and its practical-exiting specia-
lities has developed into a hotbed for the best of Estonian gardeners, 
florists and other specialists.

Räpina - a good homestead
The beautiful and versatile natural environment of Räpina with its forests, the 
Võhandu River, lakes and bogs provides year-round opportunities for sports and 
nature holidays. At present, Räpina Port by Lake Lämmijärv is under develop-
ment as well as the historic Võõpsu port area in the delta of the Võhandu River, 
which will help develop fishing and water tourism opportunities.

Where next?
Come, buy onions 

and fish!
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Where next?
Come, buy onions 

and fish!

The life of the coastal people in
Võõpsu, Lüübnitsa and Beresje
Võõpsu village is situated on both sides of the Võhandu River. The location and 
village streets have been preserved as they were during the first Republic of Estonia. 
In the past, Võõpsu was an important port and trading centre and a place where 
renowned fairs were held. Fish and handicraft fairs and the fishermen’s day are still 
celebrated each summer in July.

The orthodox village of Lüübnitsa and Beresje, the settlement of the Old Believers, 
are situated a few kilometres away from Võõpsu on the shores of Lake Lämmijärv. 
For centuries, the village milieu has been formed by fishing and vegetable  
gardening and life has not changed much to this day – dusty village streets weave 
between the houses with fish and onion garlands drying under the eaves.

   The domes of Russia are clearly 
visible from the Lüübnitsa watch- 
tower.

      The traditional Lüübnitsa Onion & Fish Fair 
with lots of guests takes place every year at the 
end of August with onions, fish and handicrafts on 
offer.

Where next? 
Welcome to 

Setomaa.



The Seto culture developed as a mixture of Eastern and Western cultures and it is 
as colourful as the national belt of a Seto woman. Setos have their special way of 
singing called Seto leelo, which is included in the UNESCO List of Intangible Cultural 
Heritage. The most important god of the Seto is Peko, the god of crops, whose cult 
was alive until the 20th century. Today, the Seto people revere Peko as their national 
hero and king, with the name and figure widely used as a national symbol. Each 
summer, Peko’s substitute on earth (regent) is elected in Setomaa to govern the 
Kingdom of Setomaa. 

Setos are religious people. There is an icon corner in each household. The sanctuary 
of Seto is called tsässona.
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        To visit Setomaa, we recommend the Seto Külävüü touring route. 
This way you will find the best representatives of the cuisine of the 
region, three Seto museums in Värska, Saatse and Obinitsa, and the Seto 
Studio-Gallery as a keeper of the local culture and organiser of exhibi-
tions and workshops.

Interesting souvenirs and local stories can be found in the Old George´s 
Soap Chamber. Värska Spa indulges your body with healing mud and 
mineral water and the Värska Spa Water Park is fun for the whole family.

      Seto Kingdom Day is traditionally 
held each year in August in a different 
place in Setomaa. At that time, the bor-
der with Estonia is symbolically closed, 
and they compete over the best singer, 
cottage cheese (sõir) and other hono-
rary titles of the masters. Seto Külävüü 
Kostipäiv (Pop-up Cafe Day) provides 
an authentic local food experience.  

Welcome to Setomaa!

Where next? 
To the Piusa Caves!
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Piusa Caves are romantic colonnades created during the mining of glass sand close 
to Piusa railway station, right at the border of Põlvamaa. Start your tour to see the 
caves and the surrounding reserve from the Piusa Caves Visitor Centre where you 
will find a small, interactive exposition and can also visit the Museum Cave. You can 
also enjoy a meal at the Visitor Centre. It is possible to buy ceramics and handicrafts 
at the local Old Piusa railway station. 

Piusa Caves are the largest wintering area of bats in Estonia. Seven species of bats 
have been found here.  

The enormous sandpit of Piusa

Where next? 
The sun is setting? Quick, to the bog!
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  Enjoy the view from Liipsaare watchtower over 
the bare marsh and bog islands.

     It is worth taking a tour through the bog along the walkway from the 
light pinewoods of Liipsaare, passing through a wooded bog and bare 
marsh, bog islands and bog lakes up to Kamarusmägi – the view from a 
million pines and the most beautiful sunsets in the world. There are pic-
nic areas on both sides of the bog, just like hunter’s lodges.

This area is rich in rarities! Knavish wooden devils direct you towards 
the meteor craters of Ilumetsa. The largest crater, which the locals call 
“Hell’s Grave”, is 80 metres wide and a dozen deep and according to the 
local legend the devils use it for washing their gold. The Ootsipalu val-
ley is home to the world’s tallest Scots pine (Pinus sylvesteris), raising all 
the way up to 46.6 metres.

Just a short distance away, in Süvahavva, you can find the majestic sand-
stone outcrops exposed by the Võhandu river - best explored from the 
water. Lovers of romance should also make a stop at the fragrant Wiera 
Candle Factory Shop.  

Meenikunno, in the southern part of Põlvamaa, is a welcome rest area for the 
friends of nature and hikers.  

The versatile bog landscape of Meenikunno is a habitat for many protected plant, 
animal and bird species. The bog is listed among the most important bird areas 
and among the European Natura 2000 network. 

There are sandy and sunny heathy pine forests around Meenikunno with a 
genuine mushroom flood in favourable years and blueberries, cowberries and 
wild strawberries to eat on-the-spot and for winter stocks!

Landscape reserve 
                   Meenikunno bog 
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      The Postal road has cool, exiting and 
educational activities for every interest - 
mostly during the summer season. This 
means, that travellers may end up partici-
pating in mysterious fire-walking rituals at 
the Viia-Jaani Labyrinth Farm, seeing cool 
concerts in the Varbuse Music Manor or 
merry cooking courses in the Kopli Farm 
Kitchen. The Ridali Flight Club is the lar-
gest and most distinguished gliding site in 
Estonia, offering a superb chance to look at 
Estonia from the clouds or to see the occa-
sional unique car parade.

All travellers are greeted by Mati 
Karmin’s “Rändaja” (Traveller) sta-
tue at the Ihamaru crossroads and 
at the same place, you can also find 
Pizza Olive, where pizzas are made 
in a real pizza-oven.

Travellers with children could make 
a side-trip to Pokuland and the 
Cantervilla Castle playland, both 
just a short car-ride away.

Postitee (postal road) is the section of the road considered to be the most exci-
ting in Estonia, which starts at Liiva crossroads on the Tartu-Põlva road and passes 
through places with funny names such as Ihamaru, Karilatsi, Tilleoru and Puskaru.  

The eyes of the people driving along the Postitee rest on beautiful natural landsca-
pes, romantic farms, and excitement provided by narrow and hilly roads. It is worth 
making stops at former tavern spots or bridges. Walking paths and Lake Palojärv 
with its warm water invite you to take some time off. Guests can easily find accom-
modation and dining places marked with the blue-red symbol of the Postitee. 

You can even spend an entire day at the Põlva Peasant Museum! It is a unique 
open-air museum on 5 ha, incorporating an exhibition school and village houses, 
old agricultural machines and commodities. There are also exciting events and 
theme days taking place at the museum. 

In August, a major event of green Põlvamaa is held – the Eco-festival.

Revelry Postitee 
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In the Estonian Road Museum, everyday roads tell exiting stories of movement, traf-
fic, passage of time and road construction. The exhibition rooms of the postal station 
host the permanent exhibition called “Bon voyage!”, recently opened in 2016 and 
just across the highway is the expanding outdoor exhibition “Road Time”.

The outdoor areas are busy from May to September. The unique journey through 
a historical road scape guides visitors to exiting characters, old vehicles and allows 
them to feel different coverings under their feet. Road Time combines different exhi-
bition environments, relaxing activities, landscape architecture and a very special 
spatial experience. 

The newest permanent exhibition called “Bon voyage!” tells the history of roads and 
communication and helps us find answers to questions like to who and why are 
roads built.

The second floor of the postal station was turned into a children’s museum that 
gives kids a whole floor to discover and experience. The children’s museum is comp-
rised of two thematic rooms, first of which focuses on conveyance of mail and the 
other on knowing the map and sensing time. 

The road construction machinery displayed in the museum’s machine hall is a real 
treat for any technology enthusiast.

Road  Museum – 
    where the road is alive
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Põlvamaa Tourism  
Information Centre 
Kooli 1, Räpina 
GPS: 58°5’50’’N 27°27’53’’E 
Ph: +372 799 5001 
polvamaa@visitestonia.com

 
Setomaa Tourism  
Information Centre  
Pikk 12, Värska 
GPS: 57°57’28’’N 27°38’01’’E 
Ph: +372 796 4782  
+372 56821268  
turism@setomaa.ee 
www.visitsetomaa.ee

Kiidjärve Nature Centre 
Kiidjärve village, 63604 Põlva County 
GPS: 58°8’22’’N 27°1’10’’E  
Ph: +372 676 7122 
kiidjarve.looduskeskus@rmk.ee 
www.loodusegakoos.ee/en

Pskov

St. Petersburg

Where next? 
Welcome back!



visitpolva.ee/en


